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Understanding Emotions 
 

Victoria Climbié 

After suffering months of abuse, Victoria Climbié died, aged just eight, on 12 February 

2000. Nearly 18 months earlier her parents had sent her from her home to live with her 

great aunt in the hope she would get a good education and enjoy a better life. There were 

12 chances to save the life of this young girl. Instead, she died of 128 injuries. The abuse 

and torture she suffered included starvation, being burnt with cigarettes, repeated 

beatings with bike chains and belt buckles, and hammer blows to her toes. 

 

Shannon Matthews 

Shannon Matthews was reported missing from The Moorside, a council housing estate on 

the outskirts of Dewsbury, West Yorkshire, by her mother, Karen in February 2008. Her 

disappearance sparked the largest search operation since the Yorkshire Ripper, involving 

250 officers. Shannon was missing for 24 days before she was found alive, hidden away in 

the base of a divan bed in a dilapidated house. When she was found, police discovered 

Shannon had been tied with an elastic rope to prevent her escape and, at times, had been 

drugged. It later emerged that her own mother, Karen, then 32, had staged the kidnap. It 

emerged she had colluded with Michael Donovan – the uncle of her then boyfriend – so she 

could pocket money from the appeal. 

 

Baby P 

Two men were found guilty of causing or allowing the death of a 17-month-old boy, Peter 

Connelly. The child’s mother had already admitted allowing or causing the child’s death. 

The trial heard that Baby P, who was on the child protection register, suffered more than 

50 injuries during an eight-month period in which he was seen 60 times by social and 

health workers, but according to lawyers still did not pass the threshold to be taken into 

care. 

 

Vanessa George 

Vanessa George, 40, from Plymouth, was jailed in 2009 for a minimum of seven years after 

admitting to abusing toddlers at a nursery and photographing it. George admitted seven 

sexual assaults and six counts of making and distributing indecent pictures of children. She 

used a mobile phone to take pictures of herself abusing toddlers and sent them to others. 

 

Fred Talbot 

A man who abused several young boys while working as a science teacher has been 

brought to justice after several decades. The man was found guilty of two counts of 

indecent assault against two victims who were abused during their adolescent years. 

Sometime in the mid-70s, when one of the victims was 14 or 15, he went on a school trip 

on a canal boat under Talbot’s supervision. The boy was made to share a bed with Talbot, 

who indecently assaulted him. ‘He was an extremely popular and well-liked individual who 

earned not only the trust and adulation of many of his peers and pupils, but also much of 

the nation.’ 
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Melanie Jeffs 

A woman who helped launch a police campaign to record misogyny as a hate crime has 

received hundreds of abusive messages. Melanie Jeffs said one person ‘threatened to put a 

machete’ through the back of her head. Nottinghamshire Police has received 22 reports 

and made two arrest since recording misogynistic hate crimes. They included verbal 

abuse, threats of violence, assault and unwanted physical contact. Ms Jeffs, Centre 

Manager at Nottingham Women’s Centre, said she was ‘stunned’ by the volume of tweets 

and messages posted on Twitter and Facebook. She said: ‘they ranged from the ridiculous 

to some that were quite aggressive. One person said I should get cancer, I had somebody 

threatening to find me and tie me up and lots of comments about my appearance.’ 

 

Katherine 

Katherine, aged 9, tells you that she is hungry and didn’t get any breakfast or dinner at 

home today.   

 

Amalia 

You notice that one of your Brownies Amalia doesn’t have appropriate winter clothes on. 

 

Lisa 

When talking about different body parts, Lisa, aged 7, tells you that her cousin often 

touches her vagina.  

 

Tricia 

Tricia, 16, tells you that she has been speaking to someone online who she is going to 

meet.   

 

Anonymous 

One of your unit helpers tells you that children's social care is involved with her children, 

who are on Child Protection plans.   

 

Priya 

10-year-old starts crying at random in front of everyone and tells you that her Dad has 

gone to hospital because he physically harmed the sister and mum 
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