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LACHMI AND THE NAUGHTY NUMBERS
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Lachmi is a Rainbow. She is six and a half years old. She has shiny hair, a cheeky smile and three freckles on the end of her nose.
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Lachmi loves learning about the world and trying out new things at Rainbows. This week she found out lots of ways to have fun with numbers.
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While her Leader was showing the Rainbows how to play hopscotch, out of the corner of her eye Lachmi saw something strange. 
A big green number four floated into the store cupboard where the Rainbows kept their pens, papers, balls and other things. Lachmi decided to go into the cupboard to find out more.
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The store cupboard was very large inside. Lachmi could see a town with busy shops, lots of cars that weren’t moving and many people looking at the sky. 
In the sky above the town floated lots of numbers, all of different sizes and different colours. Lachmi decided to find out what was going on.
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‘What’s happening?’ Lachmi asked a sad-looking boy holding fishing net. ‘All the numbers have floated away,’ he cried. ‘It’s terrible. 
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Nobody wants to drive because there aren’t any numbers on the road signs. There are huge queues in the shops because there aren’t any prices on anything – nobody knows how much to pay. 

‘And I’m supposed to be meeting my friends at three o’clock to go fishing but they haven’t turned up. I don’t know what time it is because there aren’t any numbers on my watch and I can’t call them because the numbers have come off my phone,’ explained the boy.
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‘Forget about catching fish, let’s catch some numbers instead,’ said Lachmi with a cheeky smile. Our little Rainbow asked Jack, for that was the little boy’s name, to lend her his fishing net and she soon caught two numbers in it.

‘You naughty numbers!’ she told them. ‘Why have you floated off when you should be working?’ she asked. ‘We’re fed up of being prices and sitting on road signs and clocks,’ squeaked number six. ‘Yes, we want to have fun,’ added number one.
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‘I know what to do,’ said Lachmi freeing the numbers from the net. With Jack’s help, Lachmi got all the numbers and people together at the town hall. 

At the meeting, Lachmi explained to everyone that numbers could be fun. She showed them how to play bingo, hopscotch, snakes and ladders and other games. 
Before long the people and numbers were playing together and were good friends again.
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By the end of the afternoon, everyone had had such a nice time that they promised the numbers they would play games with them often in the future. And the numbers agreed to go back to work in shops, on telephones and on clocks.

‘Oh Lachmi, thank you so much,’ said Jack. ‘Would you like to come to my house to play dominoes with me?’ ‘Sorry,’ Lachmi replied, ‘but I have to get back to Rainbows now, I don’t want to be late for my tea.’  
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When Lachmi returned to Rainbows through the store cupboard door, the Leader was still showing Lachmi’s friends how to play hopscotch. 

‘Ah Lachmi, there you are!’ her Leader exclaimed with a smile. ‘But where has that fishing net come from?’ 
‘Well,’ Lachmi replied, ‘I saw a big, green number four go into that cupboard, followed it and arrived at a town where all the numbers had floated away. I met a boy called Jack and caught some numbers in his fishing net and the numbers explained that they wanted to play and then…’ 
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Lachmi’s Leader rolled her eyes, ‘Oh Lachmi!’ she sighed.
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