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BERMUDA Capital – Hamilton





Geography


Bermuda lies in the North Atlantic, east of the USA. It consists of a group of 138 islands, of which about 20 are inhabited. It has an area of 58.8km² and 103km of coastline. The eight main islands form a chain about 35km long, interconnected by bridges and causeways. The warming effect of the Gulf Stream makes Bermuda the most northerly group of coral islands in the world. The main island is 23km long and 1.6km wide. There are no rivers or lakes and the highest point of the main island is Town Hill at 76m.





History


Bermuda was first settled in 1609 by shipwrecked English colonists headed for Virginia. It was claimed as a British colony in 1612. Tourism to the island first developed in Victorian times, to escape North American winters. Today about 60% of inhabitants are descended from African slaves, with the balance mainly British. A referendum on independence was held in 1995 and the islands decided to remain as a British territory. An opinion poll carried out in July 2007 showed 63% opposed to independence, 25% in favour and 12% undecided.





Climate


Humid, with an average maximum temperature of 32(C (90(F) in August and minimum temperature of 9(C (48(F) in February. Hurricanes can occur in the summer and Bermuda was badly hit in September of 1987 and 2004.





Society


There is a high population density of 64,000 (2007). Life expectancy is 77.96 years. About 60% of Bermudians are of African descent and the remainder of European and mixed descent. The literacy rate is 98%. Main religions are non-Anglican Protestant (39%), Anglican (27%), Roman Catholic (15%), with some other (19%). The official language is English, although there is a significant Portuguese speaking community. Bermudians are very sports minded. Soccer and cricket are both very popular on the island. A number of Bermudians have made a name for themselves in the UK, including Shaun Goater who played for Manchester City; Kyle Lightbourn who played for Stoke and Clyde Best who played for West Ham. The island has also produced world-class sailors. Bermuda regularly competes in the Olympics and Commonwealth Games.





Government / Legal


Bermudan law and the legal system are based on English common law. It is a British Dependency with a Governor appointed by the British Government and its own elected Government and Premier.





Economy


The Bermuda dollar (Bda$) is closely tied to the US dollar. When visiting the islands you need only take US dollars. The economy rests principally on providing financial services for international businesses, many reinsurance firms have relocated there following 11 September 2001 and Hurricane Katrina. Tourism and fishing are the other main contributors to the economy. There is small-scale boat building/repair and pharmaceutical manufacturing. 





Transport / Travel Information


Time is set at GMT minus four hours. There are 225km (140 miles) of public highways and 222km of private roads. Vehicles keep to the left. Visitors are not allowed to drive cars and car-hire is not available. Buses and taxis are available, as well as self-hire of mopeds or bicycles (without a driving licence). There are three seaports. The international airport is the L. F. Wade International Airport, situated 15km from the capital Hamilton. A departure tax is payable, except for passengers in transit.








How Guiding started


Girl Scouting was introduced to Bermuda in 1913 by the visit of Mary Swan, a US Girl Scout visiting her grandparents.  She interested a group of girls who organised themselves into a Girl Scout Troop.  They wore heavy khaki skirts and blouses and thick black stockings.  Soon there were fifty members, but the group closed when their leader left Bermuda.  Soon after this, the local headmistress called a meeting to discuss starting Guiding and the Founder signed the registration form for the first Guide Company on January 1919.  This was the 1st Hamilton Company.  The 1st Hamilton Brownie Pack was registered in June 1921.








Key dates


1913�
Girl Scouting introduced from USA.�
�
1919�
First Unit registered.�
�
1927


�
Lady Asser, wife of the Governor, sponsored fete to raise money for the Guide Headquarters, called the Lady Asser Hut.�
�
1930�
The Founder and the World Chief Guide visited Bermuda.


Mrs Storrow, a resident of Bermuda, gave “Our Chalet” in Switzerland to WAGGGS.�
�
1949�
The first two Queen’s Guides in Bermuda�
�
1953�
Visit of HM the Queen and HRH Prince Phillip.  Sea Rangers piped the royal party ashore.�
�
1954�
Visit of the World Chief Guide.�
�
1969�
Bermuda celebrated the 50th anniversary of Guiding with an International Camp.�
�
1995�
75th anniversary celebrated with a week of activities.  The Chief Commissioner, Mrs Jane Garside, visited.  A birdbath belonging to Lord and Lady Baden-Powell was dedicated.�
�
1999


2004�
Bermuda hosted an international camp celebrating 80 years of Guiding in Bermuda..


Bermuda hosted a group of Senior Section members from the UK.�
�






How Guiding Started


Girl Scouting was introduced to Bermuda in 1913 by the visit of Mary Swan, a US Girl Scout visiting her grandparents. She interested a group of girls who organised themselves into a Girl Scout Troop. They wore heavy khaki skirts and blouses and thick black stockings. Soon there were fifty members, but the group closed when their leader left Bermuda. Soon after this, the local headmistress called a meeting to discuss starting Guiding and the Founder signed the registration form for the first Guide Company on January 1919. This was the 1st Hamilton Company. The 1st Hamilton Brownie Pack was registered in June 1921.











Further Information


is available from:





The Adviser for


Branch Associations





Girlguiding UK


17-19 Buckingham Palace Road


London SW1W 0PT


UK





Tel: +44 20 7834 6242


Fax: +44 20 7828 8317


E-mail: chq@girlguiding.org.uk
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Key dates


1913�
Girl Scouting introduced from USA.�
�
1919�
First unit registered.�
�
1921�
First Brownie unit registered�
�
1927


�
Lady Asser, wife of the Governor, sponsored a fete to raise money for the Guide headquarters, called the Lady Asser Hut.�
�
1930�
The Founder and the World Chief Guide visited Bermuda.


Mrs Storrow, a resident of Bermuda, gave Our Chalet in Switzerland to WAGGGS.�
�
1949�
The first two Queen’s Guides in Bermuda.�
�
1953�
Visit of HM the Queen and HRH Prince Phillip. Sea Rangers piped the royal party ashore.�
�
1954�
Visit of the World Chief Guide.�
�
1969�
Bermuda celebrated the 50th anniversary of guiding with an international camp.�
�
1995�
Seventy-fifth anniversary celebrated with a week of activities. The Chief Commissioner, Mrs Jane Garside, visited. A birdbath was dedicated to Lord and Lady Baden-Powell.�
�
1999


2004�
Bermuda hosted an international camp celebrating 80 years of guiding in Bermuda.


Bermuda hosted a group of Senior Section members from the UK.�
�
2008�
Girl Guiding Bermuda raise US $10,000 to provide water pumps for people in Somalia.�
�



Guiding Today


The programme followed is to the same as that in the UK. Guiding wear is the same as in the UK, although only the lighter weight items are worn.





Guides participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and travel overseas to international camps including the UK, USA and Canada. In addition to hiking and camping the Guides have a programme of visiting elderly and disabled people.





Every Thinking Day a special flag raising ceremony is held at sunrise in each of the Districts, a campfire is held at Government House, and a church service is held on the nearest Sunday to 22nd February.
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