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�			Branch Associations





BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS





Capital – Road Town, Tortola Island





Geography


Situated 96.5km east of Puerto Rico and the northernmost of the Leeward Islands group in the Caribbean. There are 60 islands, of which 15 are inhabited. The territory covers an area of 153km² and the largest island is Tortola (54km²). There are 80km of coastline. With the exception of Anegada, they are all wooded and hilly. The highest point is Mount Sage at 521m. Three fifths of the land is privately owned.





Climate


Sub-tropical with annual rainfall averaging 127cm. Trade winds keep the air fresh. There are occasional hurricanes and tropical storms (July to October).





History


First settled by the Dutch in 1648, the islands were taken over by British planters in 1666. The islands attained the status of British colony, remaining part of the Leeward Islands from 1872 until 1956, when the British Virgin Islands became a separately administered entity. To preserve its ties with the US Virgin Islands, it did not join the 1958-1962 West Indies Federation of British Virgin Islands.











Society


Population is 23,098 (2006 est.). Life expectancy is 76.68 years. Ninety per cent of the population are of African descent, and the rest are of European and mixed descent. Literacy rate is 97.8% (1991 est.). The main religion is Protestant 86%.





Government / Legal


A British Dependent Territory with self-government for internal affairs, and an Executive Council for other matters. A Governor represents the Queen. English Common Law provides the basis for the legal system.





Economy


The economy, one of the most stable and prosperous in the Caribbean, is highly dependent on tourism. It generates around 45% of the national income, with 350,000 tourists visiting in 1997. Incorporation fees for offshore registration of companies also generate substantial revenues. Livestock raising is the most important agricultural activity; poor soils limit the islands' ability to meet domestic food needs. Due to links with the US Virgin Islands, the British Virgin Islands has used the US dollar since 1959.





Traveller Information


GMT minus four hours. There are 132km of paved roads. Car hire is available on the main islands and a British driving licence is acceptable. Driving is on the left and there is a 40mph speed limit. Persons under 25 are not permitted to drive. Direct sea-freight services link the islands with Britain and the USA. Beef Island airport, although small, receives flights from Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands and the USA. A departure tax is payable.








How Guiding Started


Guiding was introduced to the British Virgin Islands by Mrs Perry-Gore, wife of the Rector of St George’s Church, and Mrs Wailing, wife of the Island Commissioner. Initially there was one Company with 27 members – the first BVI Company was registered in 1936. It grew very quickly and soon split into two Companies. The first Brownie Pack was also registered in the same year.





Key dates


1936�
First units registered.�
�
1945�
Guiding suspended due to the war.�
�
1952�
Guiding re-started.�
�
1960s�
Guide units started on other islands of the BVI.


Guides attended a jamboree on St Thomas in the US Virgin Islands.�
�
1971�
Guides began to raise money for their own Guide headquarters.�
�
1977�
Guides from BVI camped in Canada.�
�
1984�
The Commonwealth Chief Commissioner, Lady Baden-Powell, visited the islands.�
�
1985�
A group of Guides camped in the UK.�
�
1986�
Fifty years of guiding celebrated with an international camp.�
�
1996�
Diamond Jubilee celebrated with an international camp, a special stamp issue and a celebration concert.�
�
1997


2006�
Twelve Guides and three Leaders joined a UK camp at Foxlease.


Seventy years of guiding was celebrated on the islands. �
�






Guiding Today


The programme followed is to the same as that in the UK. Guiding wear is the same as in the UK, although only the lighter weight items are worn.





All guiding members attend the Queen’s Birthday Parade and some older girls have served at Government House garden parties. From time to time joint activities are organised with the Girl Scouts from the US Virgin Islands.





Every year ‘Guide Week’ is held around Thinking Day with a service, lunch party and tea party on the nearest Sunday.





Many Brownies enjoy Brownie Holiday and it may be held locally or on another island. The Guides camp occasionally, but cooking is usually indoors due to the climate.











Further Information


is available from:





The Adviser for


Branch Associations


Girlguiding UK


17-19 Buckingham Palace Road


London SW1W 0PT


UK





Tel: +44 20 7834 6242


Fax: +44 20 7828 8317


E-mail: chq@girlguiding.org.uk














