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LACHMI AND THE SPACESHIP
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Lachmi is a Rainbow. She is six and a half years old. She has shiny hair, a cheeky smile and three freckles on the end of her nose.
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Lachmi loves learning about the world and trying out new things at Rainbows. This week she found out the names and positions of the planets near Earth and learned how to use a telescope to look at the stars.
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While her Leader was showing the Rainbows a rock from outer space, out of the corner of her eye Lachmi spotted something strange.
What looked like a giant purple slug with pink spots crawled into the store cupboard where the Rainbows kept their things. Lachmi decided to go into the cupboard to find out more.
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The store cupboard was very large inside. Lachmi could see fields, houses and the sky. 
Hovering just above the fields, our little Rainbow spotted a spaceship. It was silver, round and had a long handle and a lid – just like a giant, flying saucepan.
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The spaceship zoomed up to Lachmi with a loud whoosh. A window opened and a purple slug-like alien poked her head outside.
 ‘Excuse me,’ the alien asked in a squeaky voice, ‘you don’t happen to know the way to Neptune do you?’ ‘I’ll show you the way if you take me for a ride,’ replied Lachmi with a cheeky smile.
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Lachmi climbed on board the spaceship, it took off and within minutes they were speeding through space. 
She floated around because there is no gravity in space but the aliens didn’t move because their slime stuck them to the walls. 
‘Turn left at Mars, right at Jupiter and it’s just past Uranus,’ shouted Lachmi as she bobbed up and down.
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Soon the spaceship slowed down then came to a halt. ‘What’s happened?’ asked Lachmi. ‘It’s a traffic jam,’ groaned the aliens. ‘Now we’re moving as slowly as snails.’ 
Lachmi looked out of the window and saw that the aliens were right. There were strange-looking spaceships with even stranger-looking aliens inside them as far as the eye could see.
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When the aliens reached Neptune, they were very pleased. ‘Oh, however can we thank you?’ they asked. 
‘Would you like to stay on board and explore the universe with us?’
 ‘Thank you,’ Lachmi replied, ‘but I have to get back to Rainbows now. I don’t want to be late for my tea.’

[image: image18.jpg]®Girlguiding UK Rainbows




[image: image19.jpg]



And so the aliens put Lachmi on a space bus heading back to Earth, paid her fare and waved goodbye. ‘If you ever get lost again come and see me,’ shouted Lachmi as she headed through the door.
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When Lachmi returned to Rainbows through the store-cupboard door, the other girls were still looking at the rock from outer space.  
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‘Ah Lachmi, there you are!’ her Leader exclaimed with a smile. ‘But why are you covered in purple slime?’ 
‘Well,’ Lachmi replied, ‘I saw an alien go into that cupboard, followed it and the aliens let me onto their spaceship and then…’ 

Lachmi’s Leader rolled her eyes, ‘Oh Lachmi!’ she sighed.
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